	January 1066. 
King Edward dies with no sons and there is confusion about who should be the next King.

	January 1066.
At a grand ceremony in Westminster Abbey, the English lords crown Harold Godwinson as King. Afterwards, there is feasting and dancing.

	February 1066.
Across the English Channel, William of Normandy is not surprised that Harold is now King, but he is angry! He says the English crown had been promised to him. He tells his carpenters to build ships, and orders his knights to gather armies. He will invade England and fight Harold.

	March 1066.
In Norway, there is another person who thinks he should be King of England. Harold Hardrada, King of Norway gathers his own army. His ancestors were kings of England, so should he!


	June 1066
King Harold knows an invasion is likely but not where or when. His earls Edwin and Morcar raise an army to defend the north against the Norwegians. Harold raises an army to defend the south. His loyal people bring their knights, archers and spearmen.

	August 1066
Harold Hardrada’s army has been waiting all summer but nothing has happened. His soldiers are running out of food and many of his men have to go home to help with the harvest.

	September 1066.
William’s army is ready, but he is stuck in Normandy. His boats can’t sail because the wind is going against him.


	20th September 1066.
Five hundred Norwegian ships land in the north of England. Edwin and Morcar block their way but on 20 September the Norwegians beat the English army at the Battle of Fulford.


	25th September 1066
A messenger races to Yorkshire to give the news to King Harold. He immediately sets off to the north. He travels so fast that he catches the Norwegians by surprise at Stamford Bridge and defeats them.


	28th September 1066
King Harold and his army are still recovering when news comes that William has landed in Pevensey. William was lucky! The wind changed just when he needed it, while Harold was far away in the north.


	October 1066.
Harold sets off with his tired army and gathers more troops on the way south.


	14th October 1066.
In the early morning mist, English and Normans face each other on a hillside near Hastings. The battle lasts all day but finally King Harold is killed. The battle is over.
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