
MOOR
PARK
NEWS

SPRING 2019

with all the latest from moor park



Welcome to the Spring edition of our termly newsletter. 
I hope that you enjoy reading about the fantastic achievements of
our young people. This year we have expanded our extra-curricular
provision in the arts, sport and technology. We now offer a
provision that would be the envy of other schools and it is clear 
to us all that our students are thriving. 

In this edition you will read about our electric race car club and drone club. These are both new
innovations for us and our students are loving a hands-on approach to Engineering. It is also great to 
see our burgeoning creative arts offer. All our year 7s now benefit from free music tuition and this, plus
our already comprehensive offer, makes Moor Park a great place to be creative and express yourself. 
We have also increased the trips that our students go on and you can read about these in this edition.

Finally, this edition contains a report about our presentation that we gave to 200 Teach First graduates 
in Manchester. Teach First is an organisation that trains the country’s brightest graduates to work in
urban schools. We have benefitted hugely from having their trainees with us and Heather and Daniel, 
out Head Girl and Head Boy joined me to speak to all their trainees about the impact that good teachers
make to their lives. I was so proud of them both and extremely proud of our school. 

I hope that you enjoy this edition.

Headteacher: Mr B Corbett
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Pupils in Year 9 are taking part in
the 2019 Lancashire Book of the
Year Award. 

This very established award has been running for
over twenty years, and is notable for the fact that the
winner is chosen entirely by pupils from schools
across Lancashire.

In early March some of the pupils went to County
Hall in Preston to discover which books had been
voted onto the shortlist. 

In the summer term pupils from all the participating
schools will come together to decide the winning book.

A group of avid
readers in Year 8
are taking part
in a Preston
inter-school
book club.

Moor Park has formed the literary initiative with
Archbishop Temple, Our Lady’s, Corpus Christi
and Fulwood Academy. 

Pupils from each school are reading a book over
a half-term period and then passing it on to the
next school.

At the end of the year all the participating pupils
will get together to exchange thoughts about the
books they have read.  05

Lancashire 
Book of the Year

Inter-School
Book Club
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This fantastic project, run by the Greenpower Education
trust, promotes the development of STEM skills (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Maths) among young people. 

The car kit was provided by Greenpower and our talented
pupils have been building the vehicle section by section.

Eventually, when the car is finished, the aim is to compete
at one of Greenpower’s car racing events.

Well done to all our young 
vehicle engineers.    

Over the last few months pupils in
the Science faculty have been busy
constructing an electric car. 

Electric
Race Car



Musicians, singers, dancers and actors all took to the stage at the University of Central
Lancashire’s ‘Venue 53’ to entertain the large audience of proud family members and staff.

All the performers displayed individual and collective talent as their weeks and months of
preparations and rehearsals paid off.

Congratulations to everyone involved in the concert.   

Moor Park’s Winter Concert was a true celebration of performing arts talent.  

Winter Concert
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HEATHER
Tell us a little about yourself.
My name is Heather and I am Head Girl here 
at Moor Park and reaching the end of my high
school journey. 

Why did you choose to come to Moor Park?
I chose to come to Moor Park because I had
heard about its good reputation and welcoming
environment. I was not disappointed.

What do you think of the school?
Moor Park is a nurturing school that supports
every child through their secondary journey. 
It offers a range of enrichment activities and
there is a strong sense of community.

How did you feel on your first day at Moor Park?
To begin with I was apprehensive and quite shy,
but when I realised how friendly every teacher
and pupil was I knew that there was nothing to
be anxious about. I felt comfortable and
confident here at Moor Park from day one.

What enrichment activities are you involved in?
I am a member of Moor Park’s strings group 
of violinists.

What are your plans for the future?
I enjoy writing and I am interested in current
news events and issues, therefore I would like
to pursue a career in journalism.

In December pupils went on a
science trip to the spectacular
White Scar caves in Yorkshire. 
Having ventured underground, pupils explored 
the longest show cave in Britain and saw an
underground waterfall.

Our young explorers 
also followed the 
path of a flowing
underground river 
which eventually led 
to a massive cavern.

The subterranean
adventure was 
certainly a big hit 
with everyone.Arts

Visit

White Scar
CavesPupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been

engaged in the exciting and innovative
project of drone building. 

Led by Mr Daud from the Science faculty, the pupils are in the
process of carefully constructing the flying devices from kits.

Once the drones have been completed, pupils will have the
opportunity to fly them in the Sports Hall under controlled
conditions.

All the pupils are showing great enthusiasm for the process
of building the drones and showing excellent team work in
their endeavours.

We look forward to seeing the drones in flight.   

Year 7 pupils enjoyed a cultural
visit to Manchester in December. 
First the pupils went to the Whitworth Gallery to look 
at the art collection housed there, and then in the
afternoon they went to the Royal Northern College 
of Music to listen to a classical music concert.

The visit proved to be memorable for our pupils who
were inspired by the works of art and music they
experienced.  



In February a group of
talented Year 11 pupils
performed a music concert
for pupils at Kennington
Primary School in Preston. 

Kennington Concert
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Planning and performing the concert formed part
of the pupils’ BTEC Music course. The Year 11
musicians were ably supported by some other
gifted music-makers from Moor Park.

The concert was a tremendous success, with the
young audience thoroughly enjoying the
experience.

Well done to all our fantastic musicians.   
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The pupils were able to talk to representatives from colleges
and universities to gain valuable advice and information about
the wide range of courses available to them.

Many thanks to all the educational representatives who
attended on the day. 

In January aspirational pupils from
Years 10, 11 and 12 attended a
further and higher education fair
held in the school Hall.

Moor Park’s Head Boy and
Head Girl represented
the school recently at a
Teach First North-West
conference. 
Teach First is a scheme that places
high achieving graduates in schools
straight from university to qualify as
teachers by teaching straight away. 

Along with Mr Corbett, Heather and
Daniel addressed a room of two
hundred Teach First trainees to talk
about how the teaching scheme is
working very successfully here at
Moor Park.

Well done to Heather and Daniel.  

Further 
and Higher 
Education Fair

Teach 
First
Conference
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Music students from the University of Central
Lancashire come to Moor Park to perform
occasional concerts at lunch time. 

This time round it was Bekka Fox who sang songs and played an
acoustic guitar in front of an appreciative audience of Moor Park pupils.

Many thanks to the talented Bekka Fox. 

Lunch
Time
Concert

In December a group of students who are
studying drama at Runshaw College came 
to Moor Park to stage a performance of
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
The students acted the famous tragedy in front of our own Performing
Arts pupils who were able to watch the performance and then ask 
the students for tips and advice about studying drama at college.

Many thanks 
to our visitors 
for bringing
Shakespeare’s
great play to

Shakespeare
Masterclass
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In February Moor Park was visited by
two teachers from a school in Spain. 
Antonio and Lorenzo teach at IES Enric Valor School in Alicante and they
were here as part of the Erasmus programme which facilitates exchange
visits between schools in Europe.

While they were here, the teachers worked with pupils during their Spanish
lessons and helped Year 11 pupils to prepare for their Spanish exams.

It was a pleasure to host our visitors and we look forward to welcoming
them back in the future.

Spanish
Visitors

Mystical Writing Adventure
Pupils in Year 7 experienced
an adventure in writing
when they travelled 
to Yorkshire to visit ‘Grimm
& Co’ in January. 

The charity works with young people to
develop confidence and skills around 
their creativity and writing.

The pupils had a terrific time exploring
their imaginations within the wonderful
surroundings of the ‘Grimm & Co’ 
writing apothecary. 

14



CHRISTMAS FOOD COLLECTION
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At the end of last term pupils in

Years 7, 8 and 9 donated food
parcels as part of a ‘reverse

Advent calendar’ initiative.

All the food was then delivered to local food banks
to be handed out to families on Christmas Eve.

Many thanks to all those pupils who contributed 
to this excellent project. 
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Congratulations to everyone in
our fabulous catering team who,
once again, have been awarded 
the maximum ‘5’ rating for food
hygiene standards by the Food
Standards Agency. 
This maintains the catering team’s 100% record for
achieving the highest possible rating. 

Well done for this fantastic 
achievement.

Catering
Excellence

Scholarly
Success

A Year 9 pupil has recently had 
a piece of original research
published in a journal for
exceptional young scientists.   
Maryam was part of last year’s ‘Scholars
Programme’ run by the ‘Brilliant Club’ university
access charity. After being taught by a PhD student,
Maryam set to work on producing a piece of
scientific research. 

The outstanding article Maryam produced was based
on her research into methods of measuring muscle
oxygen levels for athletes.

Only the very best articles submitted from pupils
around the country were selected to be in the journal,
which makes Maryam’s inclusion extremely
impressive. 

Many congratulations to Maryam.

Reading
Partnership

Moor Park and Deepdale
Community Primary School are
currently collaborating on a 
new reading initiative.
Pupils from Year 7 at Moor Park are reading a book
together with pupils from Year 6 at Deepdale.

The pupils get together in the library at Moor Park and
read a chapter of Alan Gibbons’ book “The Beautiful
Game”. They then answer questions on the chapter
they have read.

This is a mutually beneficial project that is encouraging
pupils from both schools to support and encourage
each other in their reading and literacy development.    

World
Book Day

7 March was World Book Day, and 
at Moor Park we embraced the
national celebration of books 
and reading.
A ‘Book Battle’ was held in which
pupils championed their favourite
book. Pupils decorated their
classroom doors as book covers.
A ‘book box’ making competition
was held in the library, and in the
canteen a ‘Guess Who”
competition challenged pupils 
to match members of staff to 
their favourite books.

World Book Day is always a great
way to promote reading at Moor
Park, and this year’s celebration
was a literary triumph. 



2 & 3 April              School Production (Venue 53)
3 April                     Full Governors Meeting

8 April                     End of Term

23 April                   Summer Term begins

6 May                        Bank Holiday

13 May                      GCSE & A-Level exams begin

27 May                      Half Term

6 July                        Spain trip

Diary Dates

Please contact the school or 
see our website for more details

Moor Park Avenue, Preston, Lancashire PR1 6DT
www.moorpark.mp
01772 795428

Moor Park
HIGH SCHOOL • SIXTH FORM

Excellence in All


