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As I approach the end of my first full year in charge at Moor Park I can 
reflect on the great progress that the young people at the school are making. 
In April our Ofsted visit confirmed what we already knew, that our 6th form is
outstanding. The work done by our teachers to truly transform the lives of our
students was recognised by the inspectors and by the students, who were
universally positive about the school’s work. The inspectors talked about the
whole school being ‘transformed’ and although we have much work still to
do, the sense of a school moving upwards quickly is palpable.

The last week of term will see us launch our first Super Learning Week. During this week our young people will 

take part in a wide variety of activities and experiences that will enrich their lives. Schools are more than exam

results and we hope that the experiences that the young people get stay with them long after they leave us. 

We have also continued to enrich the curriculum with a scholar’s programme in years 7 and 8, where young

people get an experience of life in the country’s most prestigious universities. This, on top of a full STEM

programme and a great sports and arts offer, makes Moor Park a very exciting school to attend.

Our current crop of year 11s left us in June, many will return to our 6th form in September. This year’s year 11

have been outstanding and have been well taught by reliable, well trained subject specialists. It was clear during

exam season that the young people were doing well, working until the final seconds and entering their

examinations confidently and with purpose. We are predicting very positive results; in fact, next year we may 

be one of the country’s most improved schools.

I hope that you enjoy the newsletter and that you have a long and restful 

summer with your families. There is much to celebrate and be proud of.

Headteacher: Mr B Corbett

the headline MOOR
PARK
NEWS

02

03



Brilliant Scholars
Pupils from Years 7 and 8 have been taking part in the prestigious ‘Scholars
Programme’ run by the award-winning education charity ‘The Brilliant Club’.

The Brilliant Club’s aim is to increase the number of pupils from under-represented backgrounds
progressing to highly-selective universities.

PhD students from Lancaster and Sheffield Universities have come to Moor Park to deliver a
‘super-curricular’ teaching programme covering maths, biology, engineering and geography.

After submitting an assignment, pupils will attend a ‘graduation’ ceremony 
at a top university.

The members always look forward to seeing how the school has
changed, and continues to change, from their own time spent here 
as school boys.

We look forward to welcoming the association back next year. 05

On a sunny evening in June, members of 
the Preston Grammar School Association
returned to Moor Park for their annual visit.

Preston
Grammar School
Association

04 The pupils were given an overview
of possible careers within the
company and received a tour of the
site. Later in the day they had to
deliver a presentation to a panel
based on their ideas for a new 

education app suitable for use 
by young people.

The day provided a very enjoyable
and informative insight into the
operations of the United Kingdom’s
largest water company.

In April a group of pupils from 
Year 10 and Year 12 visited 
United Utilities in Warrington.  

United Utilities Visit

This really is a fantastic
opportunity for our

young scholars.



Preston schools competed in a range of athletic disciplines including the 100 metres
sprint, the 1500 metres, the high jump and javelin.

The competition is always a fantastic celebration of sporting activity with teams
supporting each other throughout the day. Well done to the Moor Park team who
produced some excellent performances and were a credit to the school.  

The annual Preston City Athletics tournament was held in June at
the University of Central Lancashire’s sports ground, and Moor
Park sent a team of young track and field competitors.

City At hletics
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Radical
Revision

Student
Focus

09

08

In April Moor Park staged 
a production of the hit 
musical ‘Hairspray’.
Over two evenings, our young performers 
showed their outstanding talent as they sang 
and danced their way through the show.

The audience absolutely loved the performance 
and were highly impressed with the enthusiasm 
of the pupils on stage.

Bravo to everyone involved in the production.

ZAINAB 
YEAR 8

Tell us a little about yourself.
My name is Zainab and I’m 13 years old.

Why did you choose to come to Moor Park?
I chose Moor Park because I wanted to 
get good results. I also knew there was 
good accessibility for my wheelchair.

What do you think of the school?
I really like Moor Park. I love my subjects,
especially drama.

How did you feel on your first day at 
Moor Park?
I felt very nervous on my first day. 
But the teachers here are very friendly 
and they made me feel better. 

What enrichment activities are you 
involved in?
I do table tennis, boccia and kurling 
and also MUGA.

What are your plans for the future?
I plan to become a lawyer.

A ‘poetry carousel’
of creative display
boards was set up
in the School Hall. 
Each board
contained concise
revision notes on
particular poems
along with visual
images for our
pupils to use as
‘aides-memoire’.
Pupils thoroughly
engaged with the
poetry carousel 
and made the most
of this inventive
learning experience.     

To prepare our Year 11 pupils
for their GCSE English
Literature exams, the English
faculty devised an innovative
way to deliver poetry revision.

Hairspray



Boccia an d Kurling
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In closely fought contests our players showed tremendous skill and dexterity as they
produced strong performances in both of the sporting disciplines.

Overall, the team came third in the kurling and second in the boccia.
Congratulations to our competitors.

In March Moor Park’s finest boccia and kurling
players competed against teams from local schools.
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Cuerden Valley Park in Clayton-le-Woods was
the site of a Geography field trip in March.Geography

Field Trip

The event, held at the
University of Central
Lancashire, saw pupils
from Preston schools sing
together in a harmonious
display of cohesion, 

demonstrating a strong
commitment to
challenging racism.

Well done to Moor Park’s
singers who took part in
this excellent concert. 

In March pupils from Moor Park took part in a
community choir event at Preston’s fifth annual
‘Standing Together Against Racism’ festival.

STAR Choir

Pupils in Year 9 were introduced to the world of Higher Education
in April as they visited Edge Hill University in Ormskirk.

The purpose of the visit was to learn about university life from students
currently studying at Edge Hill.

The pupils discovered the wide range of courses available to study at
university and the possible career options open to them after graduating.

The visit provided excellent early preparation for our aspirational pupils.  

Year 11 pupils went there to conduct a study of the
River Lostock.

Fortunately, the weather was kind and pupils were
able to collect data to help them prepare for their
GCSE Geography exam.

12Edge 
Hill 
Visit



14

15

Moor Park has always been a school 
with vision, but with the gift of a new
telescope we are now able to extend 
our view to the stars and beyond.
The powerful telescope was donated to the school by Professor Victor
Debattista who is a Reader in Astrophysics at the University of Central
Lancashire. Professor Debattista has worked with Mrs King, our Head
of Sixth Form, to establish links between Moor Park and UCLan. 

One of our former pupils, who is now a student at UCLan, returned to
help set up the telescope. 

We are delighted with this new acquisition and are excited about the
opportunities it will present to the school.

Look
to the
Stars

Eruptions
at Moor
Park

To help understand
the subject, pupils
made their own
models of these
vast and volatile
natural features.

Particularly
impressive was
the model created
by two talented
pupils whose
model contained 
a fully functioning
water/lava flow.

Well done to 
our young
geographers.

In Geography lessons 
Year 8 pupils have been
learning about volcanoes.

Sixth Form student Emily and Year 9
pupil Ellie recently had their long 
hair cut which they then donated to 
the ‘Little Princess Trust’. 

This excellent charity provides real hair wigs for
children who have suffered from hair loss.

In the process, Ellie also managed to raise over 
£400 for Wythenshawe Hospital.

The Little Princess Trust were delighted with 
Emily’s and Ellie’s donations and gave them 
a certificate each as a thank-you.

Well done to both girls for 
their charitable act.

Donations
With a
Difference



Food Parcel Delivery
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In May a group of Year 8 pupils visited the local charity 
"Luv Preston" to deliver some food parcels which Moor Park
pupils and staff had kindly donated.
Volunteers at “Luv Preston” deliver donated food parcels to families and individuals in Preston who are experiencing
financial difficulty.

The charity’s Director, Tim Moss, thanked the pupils for Moor Park’s donation and assured them that it would help 
make a difference to local people’s lives. 



A group of Year 11 girls have
been lucky enough to attend a
workshop with a truly
inspirational individual.

Jenny Mullinder won the 2016 ‘Inspiring Young
Woman’ award at the ‘Inspiring Women’ annual
awards ceremony.

Jenny came to Moor Park to deliver a positive and
aspirational message to our Year 11 girls and to help
them aim for the best possible results in their final
year at school.

Many thanks to Jenny for her encouragement and
advice which our girls found invaluable.   

Packing 
a Punch
Our very own Moor Park pugilist, 
Mr Whitter, recently took to the 
ring in a charity boxing match at 
the Guild Hall in Preston.

Mr Whitter was raising money for the Douglas Macmillan
charity. His opponent was Rock FM DJ Steve Marsh who
appears on the ‘Steve and Janine’ breakfast show.

Mr Whitter raised £591.34 for Douglas Macmillan - 
a great total for a wonderful charity.
Everyone at Moor Park is rightly proud of Mr Whitter.  

19 diary dates

The Duke of Edinburgh award continues
to be a highly popular and successful
enrichment activity at Moor Park.

In March our silver award candidates went on their
practice outdoor expedition at Waddecar Scout Centre.
After hiking over hill and dale the pupils pitched their tents
and spent a night under canvas.

Well done to our intrepid 
D of E candidates.

Duke of
Edinburgh
Award

18
An
Inspiration



16 July                      Enrichment Week begins

18 July                      Full Governors Meeting

20 July                      End of Term

16 August               A-Level Results Day

23 August               GCSE Results Day

4 September         Autumn Term begins  

Diary Dates

Please contact the school or 
see our website for more details

Moor Park Avenue, Preston, Lancashire PR1 6DT
www.moorpark.mp
01772 795428

Moor Park
HIGH SCHOOL • SIXTH FORM

Excellence in All


